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CURRENT TOPICS.

C. J. Stidd, one of Iho lending
cricketers in England, has abandoned
Sport nml intends lo go as n missionary
into China.

Tiik population of the United States
is now reckoned at 57,700,000, and ns
tho average increaso is 2 per cent, ex-

clusive of immigration, In a couplo of
years or so wo can boast of sixty

Mil. Geouoe Auhustl's Sala will
deliver liftcen lectures in this country
whilo crossing it this winter on his way
to Australia. Ho will spend about fl

year in Australia writing n scries ol
letters for publication in London.

Mil. Foi'XTAiNK, tho owner of the
great Foimtaino collection of china,
the sale of which at auction produced
such a sensation among European con-

noisseurs, is now devoting his attention
to cultivating preserves of pheasants
and making forays upon foxes.

llii.ANi) Hall, who was a member of

the twenty-secon- d congress and of sub-

sequent congresses up toand including
the twenty-eight- and was also govern-

or of Massachusetts, is another one of

the "oldest living
He was burn in 1795, and resides at
Springlicld, Mass.

Noiiman Lovw.i., chief of the larg-

est and wealthiest band of gypsies in
this country, died recently near Eliza-

beth, N. J. His wife, tho ipicen, died
in May last, at the age of 100 years.
Their eldost son will rule until next
spring, when there is to bo a great
gypsy council and a consolidation of

several bands under one head

The plaster model for a heroic-size- d

statue of the l.ito S. S. Stone, of Cleve-

land, O., has been completed. It will
surmount a monument now being built
in Lako View cemetery, which, when
tiuished will bo in the form of n sar-

cophagus. Tho monument, when
complete, will bo twcnty-liv- o feet in

height.

Judoe Caton, of Tennessee, at-

tended tho inaugration of Franklin

I'icrco in 1N53 and paid $9 fora week's
board, including SO cents for candle-

light, at the Mansion house, now s.

Tho jtidgo writes to friends

that he would like to mako arrange-
ments for a week's hoard at Willard's
next March at the same price.

The prolits to Moody and Sankoy
on the sale of their revival hymn-book- s

is said to have reached $500,000. No

othor publications in that field havo

approached theso in popularity. Tho

proceeds are divided equally between
the ovungelists. Moody hits endowed

a school with a part of his share, and

it is now reported that Sankoy is

about to do something handsomely

philanthropic.

Vn. Theodati s Dakunii, who died

in Bedford, O., a few days ago, was a

man of curious knowledge. It was ho

who, as early as ISail, wrote ono of the

first and best books on fish culture,

and ho was tho first man to hatch fish

byartilicial means. Likowiso ho was

tho first American who produced
pictures in America, ami

.K......i..ni.to In ovorv.ililV 11S0 li.,l,st
are traceable to the practical sconce
of Dr. Darling, a very retimig man.

of Yank-- !

ton, no

lighted away on

hour tho committeo spent in express

ing their surprise to great fabrica-

tor. Then they took him over to Mar-

ket hall, packed houso

greeted him with laugh.

It is alleged by ono who has been
cured of taste nlco-holl- o

stimulants that half ounce of

ground quassia steeped in pint of

vinegar, small tcaspoouful of the
to drunk in water

evory time tho thirst affords
certain euro. In a fow days tho li-

quor will havo entirely disap-

peared. This is cheap, simplo, and
harmless remedy for very serious and

expensive passion.

Mb. Justice Dknman, says London
Truth, is curious example that when

show signs of boing her

editary, it breaks out in tho
vouncer and not tho oldest son. Lord

Dcnman is tho member for Uridport of
tho houso of lord9. Mr. Justico Den-ma- n

is judge of considorablo power.
Another notablo instauco of this

of tho youngest son is that
of the late Lord Justice who
was ol tno youngest aim uuiust
judges oo tho bonch, while Gen. Lord
Chelmsford, his elder brother, is only

famous for having the great-
est military disaster of any English
general of this century.

The first territorial fair of

closed fow davs ago. Tho feature
that attracted most attention was the
display made by tho Indians. Thoir
exhibit ovory form of vege-

table and cereal product entering into

their domostio economy, such as driod

peppers, driod fruit, Spanish bayonet,
dried fruit of sahuara, tho giant
cactus, buds and seeds of the "careless
weed," small Bood something
like' mustard, but smaller, Indian
wheat, boans, corn, oto. Tho Indian
wheat took the first and second
miunis. Numerous domcstio utonsols
were also exhibitod. Canteens, rattles,
baskeU, and all sorts of war toggery
were displayed. One curious artiolo

was an Indian wooden plow, an exaot
counterpart of thoso used two thousand

years ago in the valloy of tho Nile,
while, strangoly enough, tho Indians

also took the first for the

best modern plow displayed.

HArPY NEW VF.AO.

Till peaceful, plea-su- New Year's day
I wild a wish to imc invay,
Ai.'l would wish every tnili

lender thnucht, a lovhi-- lino,
A friiuriiut flower to ulnsNoiii, (Irar.
Across Iho threshold ot tin? year.

If only Lovo wire Strom; ns Fate
make the ore- kel nlnces ,

How h nl. II;,. .In s ilelUrlilod run,
'I lie l'osiI In Hie laurel won,
Ami f rhino prnsior, cheer,
And gluilil- ti cuch

If til'irlil. it have slnvlowti cunt
Aloe-- tin' ilewl i.nil hurled past;
Wo ! ticvoiiilthein, Mid lor(.'ft
1 ho pins thiit sol', tho euros Unit fret;
Ami oIoikIs llial ihirliell, ilisrtiear
before tho f.iir uilvuiiclii-- yrtir.

Ahove tho d.rk days itrini n between,
Arross Iho miles that Intervene,
From hani-t- from desert sand,
Love roaches out iiiioltitln-- hniiils,
And breathes . many a tender tear,
A hlesslnjr and a "Happy Year.''
--'Mary '. in Aoio.i Mtyizint.

CHRISTMAS STORIES.

Her Chrislmn Halls.

Well, what difference would it make?
One might as well be happy while ono
could, and who wouldn't have been
happy, blissfully, radiantly, divinely
happy with thafdearold Danube waltz
throbbing on the perfumed air, witli
his dour arms around one, his tender
nycs smiling, his breath waving the
Hull's of shining hair, his lips whisper
ing lliu dearest unii uio sweeirsi love
words that were ever listened to by
mortal woman? Ah if it could only-las- t

forever ! If they could but float
on and on if tho music would novor
lease if there was no past no future

if there was nothing but music and
Hal and herself if life could only end
whilo imc was happy if and tho waltz
was ended, and she raised her eyes to
his with a smile and a sigh.

"Come, sweetheart, it is almost
lime for me to go. Sny good-by- e to
me in the dear old library;" anil slio
let him load her away "though she
knew that her mother was watching
with angry eyes. Ami in the library
she chili"; to him and promised to lie
true to linn and wait for him, no mat-

ter what happened. Then witli fond- -

pst words and tenderest kisses lio leu
her, for he must catch the train that
was lo bear him "over the hills and
f:ir awav" to where he might win fame
nml fortune, before coming back to
alaim her from her haughty mother.
And sho ran to her room, hatlicd tier
tear-we- t face and hid the traces witli
volvet powder before rejoining her
mol tier's guests. The music was so
sad, the people said such silly things.
Why did her mother persist ill always
having a hall on Christmas night ?

Would they never go? And
were gone she went lo her own room
to cry her heart out. But that did no
good, for even after all her tears wero
shed, her heart was so heavv that sho
coulil hardly smile. The days weroso
long, and the months dragged soslow-l- y

by. And her mother would not al-

low her to slay at home. She must go
to operas, balls and dinners, and ac
cept the attentions of men who were
nil tons to her, even though they wero
rich, ami most of them young and
haniNmic.

What was life to her without her
handsome Hal? How could she enjoy
dancing and mu.-i-e while he was work-
ing Ids life out for her? She would
never waltz tlio dear old Danube till
he on mo back, at any rale they could
not compel her to do that. And so
she obeyed her mother and danced and
sang, but she would not obey so far as
to encourage the attentions of any of
the men selected bv her mother, evon
though one persistent suitor rejected
by the daughter appealed to tho
mother, anil .Mrs. Haiighton, fluttered
and pleased with tho idea of seeing her
only daughter tho wife of so wealthy
ami prominent a man, gavu Hilda
nonce day nor night. Onlv a mother
knows how to nag a daughter

various con.""-- - , nmldesperate

g torment, having no
leaven of comfort in it except tho

Eu I'eiikins was given a rcccp- - knowledge that it not last for- -

tion worthy his reputation at ever, for Hal would come and tako

Dakota. Ho was advertised to her awav.
i .iiion Mrs. Haug hton allowed corro- -bulecture in the opera-hous- ,.,. ,,,,., .laughter and

ho reached tho hall, though brilliantly fhesl.-r- . Hilda was entirely too
not a soul was to bo seen, nor v,.iv i, be thrown a

did nnvor.o eomo in during inu uim man, even inoiign no was mo son oi an
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old friend who End lost his cntiro for-
tune through the dishonesty of his
partner.

1 litis inula liven on. sometimes
her courage almost gave way, and sho
felt that iiuvthiiiir would be bettor than
tho life sho led, but her lovo for Hal
saved her from y ieldiug to her mother's
persuasions and her own despair.

Hal had been gono nearly four
years, and it was drawingon to Christ-
mas, and her mother's annual ball.
Sho entered heartily into the prepara-
tions, her heart seemed light, and
laughter and song canio troni her
smiling lips, Her mother congratu
lated ncrseii ui ill Hilda was coming: to
her senses at last, anil forgetting her
school-gir- l penchant for Hal Chester.

Hut ah, nol Hilda's thoughts were
all of Hal, for on that Christmas night
almost four years ago, had ho not
promised to danco the Danubo waltz
witli horr lo eomo oacK to nor in iour
yours? Who wouldn't sing tho old
soncs when Ac would soon bo asking
for them? And ho would novor leavo
hex again, for sho had resolved to
marry him lot him bo as poor as he
niitrht bo. her mothor should not In
fluence her now. Whv her heart kept
singing "Hal," "Hal, Ironi morning
till night, and her lirst waking and last
slccpiug thought was of him. She
was proud of her beauty, because it
would please Hal to see how sho had
Imnrovod.

Sho dreamed of tho happy futuro
that was to bo passed with liim, and
when sho saw smiling wives ana mis.
hands with their children around them,
she blushed as she thought how blest
she would bo with liars cniiuren in
hor arms.

She felt as though sho trod on air, as
though tho world was mado for her
mid Hal to lovo each other in, and
that ovory human being, evory living
thing must share and rejoice In hor hap-
piness. Lifo was golden to her, and her
lovlinoss became almost radient. Love
beautifies all women and Hilda was
utterly nbsorbed in hor love for Hal.

Tho days passed on and Christmas
night bad come. Hilda was among
her mothor s iruests. nappy, smiling,
lovely, dressed as nearly as fashion
would allow, liko tho Hilda of four
vears aeo. All day she had boon in
a state of nervous oxpootanoy, but
now the stood with a half waitinir ex

in .hor lovely oyes. Unf was
firossion so much she had learned
from a friend, and now Bhe bad to
but to wail a littlo while, but ah!
this little while, this last hour was
longer than tho past four years.

She went into the front room where
her mother was rcooiving a fow Into
comers,

"Hilda, my love, hero is an old
friend for you to welcome."

Had she gotten n glimpse into
Heaven that made her lovely face so
radiant?

"Hal!"
Ho held her hands in his as he spoke

frank words ol greeting.
"And here, Hilda, is my wio Aline,

and this is my dear old friend and
sweet-heart- , Hilda. You two must
love each other as much as I love you
both."

And Hilda took the dainty handheld
out to her, and spoke kindest words of
greeting to Hal s wife while the radi-
ance died out of her face ntid life for-

ever, ns borne to her ears on the heavy
perfumed air came the wailing, mean-
ing, sobbing tones of the Danube waltz!

Minnie llf. Armstrong in tit. Louis
Magazine.

Anil Iho Prinei. Came l!n"k Ai;nln.

A few small dead leaves conic rust-
ling down Happy Court; the wind had
blown them oil' the poplar tree in the
corner by the pump.

Itobbio counted them, for he stood nt
the window of the shabbiest house in
the Court with his nose llaltencd
against the window-pan-

"One, two, three, four, live!" hu
said, counting the dead leaves.

Presently he put his hand in his
pocket ami began jingling the pennies
there.

"One, two, three, four," lie said.
"Oh, dear, but there ought to lie live.
For a cost live, and (he old
lady won't take a cent less!"

The house opposite hail a tall green
bush showing at the window, and the
three little Smiths wore dancing
around it, making faces and bi eoniiig
across to liobbie.

"No, I won't," said liobhie, as
though they could hour linn, "I am t

foinglo come over. I'm goingto stay
sister .Mary comes."

Just then n tall girl turned the cor-
ner of the street and came merrily up
theCourl. She had hair as yellow as
Bobbie's, anil the same eyesof staitlod.
brown. Hobbie rushed down the
rickety stairs and opened the door fut-

ile r.
"Did you seo the butcher man,

'round the corner, and his litllc pigs
with tho holly in their inniilhs? And
the candy store witli tin. pink and
white Kriss Ivringles, and Iho gro-
cery "

"Yes, yes, liobbie," she said, patting
his eager head; "now let me sit down
awhile and rest myself, and then I'll
tell you of all the line sight:! I've seen
to day."

Su bjbbie pulled out this big chair
by the window, and ran In hang up
her h.it and coal. Staying in the lone-

some house all day long by himself,
had made him as tidy ami thoughtful
as a girl.

Then Mary sal down in the chair
Willi liobbie at net feet, and told him
of all tho wonderful things in the up-

town shop windows.
Hotihio s eves grew like stars; ho

8igh'.i softly to himself, and in his ex-

citement pulled out tho pennies from
his pocket, and iiegan counting mom
over once more.

It was a poor littlo room; the carpet
was so patched that it looked like a
coat of many colors, and the curtains
were threadbare. The paper on the
wall that had once been full of

boughs, and blossoms, now
showed only a few sickly leaves
sprawling against a clingy white.

Hut tho rosy littlo lire Dickered and
fluttered, nml tlio sun falling in a
patch upon the floor brought the pop-
lar shadows wilh it; and Uobbio's yel-

low hair and Mary's together, mado
warmth and color for what would elso
have been a dull picture.

So Mary came lo the end of the
sights she had scon, and liobbie asked:

"Is that all? And it's most like Iho
Prince, nin't it, Mary?"

"A little," said Mary, smiling to her-
self, for sho knew what was coming
noxt.

"Onco there was a 1 rincc, began
Bobbie; "was it a long time ago,
Mary?"

ilo always asked iinsqiiesiion nere.
and Mary always gave him Iho same
answer, lind sighed:

A long lime ago, liiiulne.
And ho was tall and handsomo

and young; and ho dearly loved tho
Princess

And bo was going to marry her,
said Mary, "and give her everything
she wanted, anil then"

And then ho went away, inter
rupted Bobbie, "and never canio back
any more,"

'Though ns long as sho lived, tho
Princess thought ho would and waited
for him," said Mary.

Uobbio always looked solemn when
thev camo to this part of tho storv. In
sonio inexplicable way ho thought that
ho could remember the rrinecss, nnu
that ho had known her. And had not
her eyes been brown as his Mary's?

I feel sorry for the Princess, ho
6ald. Then Mary kissed him.

Ho jingled his pennies onco more.
"Do you think aro nico,

Mary?'1
Very nice, said Ins sistor; "and

thoso little red and black ones around
tho corner aro just beautiful."

"Am t they? cried tho delighted
Uobbio. "Two littlo black blocks and
one littlo rod ono. Oh, Mary, but
thoy'ro live cents, nnd I to onlv got
four!"

Sho hold out tho coveted penny.
"I think Katie Smith might liko ono

for a Christmas gift."
"On, no, no, no! snouicti uonuic,

but it's not for Katiu Smith; it's
for" Then he put both hands over
his foolish littlo mouth and chuckled
softly.

tell mo secrets," laughed Mary.
And liobbie, chuckling harder than

ever, ran out into tho street.
The littlo old lady who Kept mo littlo

old shop whoro ho had spied tho pen-
wipers, was very busy that afternoon.
Tho tiny place was full of

pooplo who wero buying her
scarlot mittens, or hor dainty lassulcd
hoods and jackets, or even tno giass-oyo- d

canton-flann- elephants that
stood in her windows and stnred out
at the naughty world.

Uobbio slipped into a corner, away
from tho crowd of bustling people,
and looked on.

Prosontly the door-be- ll tinkled, and
another customer camo in. Ho was a
tall man with a very brown faco, and ho
wore a shaggy coat that fell down to
his heels, lie stood there at tho door
and soanncd the faces of tho buyers,
one by one. Then he caught Bobbin's
eyes, and smiled down at him.

"I'm looking for somebody," he
said, "but 1 can't lind hor After all."
Now tho smile died outof his face and
a sad look camo instead.

A aueer Idea was in Bobbie's head,
Ho looked up at the shaggy man and
said wislfullv :

"Are you tlie Prince? Aro you loot

Ing for the Princess? Did she go away
aud never eomo back any more, till
now?"

"Who told you all lli.il?'' asked tho
shaggy man.

"My sister," said liobbie ; "it's a
story. Onco there was a Prince aud
lie loved a Princess ; but he went away
and never came back ury more."

"That's a sad story," said tho shag-fr- y

num.
"It's good enough for Happy

Court," said liobhie ; and oh, but!
that was a wise thiug-forhi- to say.

"There's only Mary ami me," he be-

gan, but just then the old lady called,;
"And what can I do for you, sir?" and
ho went forward lo buy his little red
and black r.

He looked very important as he
Irotted out into the street, with his
precious present tied mi carefully in
pink blotting paper, lie opened a
eorner of the tiny package, and let the
man who had followed him take a
poop al il.

It s lor in v sister. .Mill il beauti
ful for only live col. Is?"

"Very,' said the linn gravely.
Will she use it oflen- does she write
great deal sister?"

Well, no." said Bubble, bulking a
shadow less happy, "hut--- " and his
face lit up aoain, e used lo. w le--

wo ilulii I live in Happy 1 ouri ; letters
mil letters, and they went out to a

nig ship in the walor- - way oil' over
:he walor."

Now they had reached the corner of
Happy Court.

tlood-bye.- " said Bobbin blith'y.
dill the man caught him fast by the

inn.
"I. idle boy," lie aid, "haven't

icon vou somewhere before? Now tell
ne true."

"No, you haven't," said Bobhio
iroiupllv; "and never saw vou
ilher.""
"Well," said the shaggy man, "1

ruoss I am a fool. Merry ( 'hrilm:ts,
allies!"'

"llnwii thoCoiirl. through thewiielv
,'cllow light and tho falling deail
oaves, ran Bo'dne as f l as ho ooulil.
.bit I In- man followed him up Iho riok- -

Iv slairs and lo l!u' very ilmtr of tho
di'abby little mum.

"Oh, Mary." cried Bulihie, "it's
list

.Mary's head came out of the dark-
less bv the cupboard door.

"Well, liobbie," she began but
I. ore she stopped atul .stood as still as

i sloue.
"And the Prince camo back again,"

:aiil the shaggy man from the dour-,va-

Then something wonderful happen-d- .

liobbie saw it wilh his own two
icaulifiil eves. The man look
Mary into his arms, ami sho put her
load down on his shoulder and cried

is Bobbie bad never board hor cry he- -

'ore. And tho slciggy man kissed

icr. and kept on her, and lie

old : lie slrangesl story In Bobbie and
icr.

It was a ship and a storm and

in island all alone in the sea. It was
ibout letters unanswered and along
ipell of sielau ss and weary months of
looking. It was all about the Prince
tvho came back once more to the heau-:ifu- l,

faithful Princess. "So they mar-'le-

and wore happy ever after."
I.iztlte H'ooiiw.'i f.Vfsc, in .S7. .8Mi
Miiyiziiii.

The Tariff.
There are lro kinds of taxes -- direct

mil indirect. One species of indirect,
taxation is what is styled the "Inter-
nal llevonue," which luxes domestic

vils, like tho liouor trade, and yields
the government an iiiitneu.se sum.

But its favorite and leo-- l profitable
indirect" device is the "TnriiV."

Cpon certain produc ts and niaimfac-lure- s

brought lo our from oilier
lands, it lays a "duly." or tax, and
that duty must be paid lo tho proper
government ollieiu!. (called "customs-olliccrs- "

or "cuslom lioiise olliccrs")
before the tilings run he. mill in this
mttnlii. On every pound of ligs
brought lo this country, the govern-
ment, through its "customs-ollicers,- "

collects two cents. Slates and
from abroad iiiusl pay thirty

cents for evciy dollar of their worth".
When you buy these things, remember
you arc paying much more than actual
valuo. A part of the excess goes into
the treasury of the I'niled States as a
"duly." or "indirect tax"; for, of
coiir."c, the dealer who imports these
urticli s includes this extra cost in the
price charged the piireha-cr- . You
little folks have perhaps no idea how
much you contribute every year to de-

fray the expoii-c- s of our grand republ-
ic!" Dolls mid toys not made in this
country must pay thirty-liv- e cents on
every dollar of tiieir value! Bonnets,
hats and hoods, for men, women, and
children; canes and walking-stick-

brooms, combs, jewelry, precious
stones, musical instruments of all
kinds, playing-card- paintings, and
statuary, these are also roughly jostl-
ed by this uncouth law.

I should state, however, that (iff aiti-ele- s

from abroad are not taxed. Thcro
is what is known as the "Free List," on
which arc placed certain imports ex-

empt from duly, such as mix vomica,
assafietida, charcoal,
blood, Bologna sausage, eggs, fossils,
ami other articles! But the great bulk
of important staples used ill evcry-da- y

lile does not conic willun tins lavoreu
class. Chemical products; earthen-
ware and glassware; metals; wood
and wooden wares; sugar; tobacco; pro-

visions; cotton and colton goods;
hemp, jute, and llax goods; wool and
woolens; silk and silk goods; books,
papers, etc. ; and sundries, thus reads
the Tariff List.

This is what is called "Protection."
That is, pulling heavy duties on n

articles nnd coninuulilies raises
the prico of those foreign articles, nnd
compels people to buy, instead, thoso
mado and produced by American in-

dustry. From "Among the
by Edmund Alton, in ft'. Nichohu

for January.

Fort Ningnra's Anniversary.
Sovonly-on- o years agoon Friday Fort

Niagara was captured by tho English.
When McCluro abandoned Fort tieorgo
nnd laid Nowark in ashes In December,
18111, tho exasperated British de-

termined on retaliation. They crossed
tho Niagara Kivoron Iho 18th about
1,000 strong, regulars and Indians,
under Col. Murray. Cross negligence
or positivo treachery had exposed tho
fort to easy capture. The British
cntcrod, and a largo number of tho
carison, part of them invalids, wero
bayoneted aftor resistance had ceased.

Albany Journal.

Club Is compulsory for tlio fresh

men at Yato. The clues Is drilled In the ex-

orcise, an examination must bo pakstsl, anil n

standard of proficiency rcachod. It Is

that, after tho freshman fear, the
will not (.online himself too closely to bli

hooka, bat will voluntarily eilucalo til
Muscles,

FAlt.M AND (JAUl)KS'.

Plant standard pears twenty fee.
:i i:rt., says a fruit grower

I Me southern papers are urging their
readers to sow more wheal ami oats.

A Mr. Jones, of Ontario, Canada, is
credited with having the largest bee
farm in the

Kiisilage is no more nutritious than
corn fodder, but Hie cattle

like it much bolter.
Turnips for feeding purposes should

l.e used al Iho rale of a luck a dav to
each full grown cow or to each Ion
sheep.

Ashes is one of the best fertilizers
fchut can bo used for pea growing. The
eoaiing not be heavy, unless
Iho ashes are leached.

Nebraska is coining forward very
rapidly in meat production, farmers
arc turning t licit attention to stock
raising, and tho culture of tamo grass.

In Maine tin' lice inlcrosi is assum-
ing considerable iinportanoc. The
winters are so long up there that the

'little busy bee has to improve each
hining hour.

F.very horse tiirnoil out for winler
oiMing boubl have a shod well pro-- i
teclcd from the north, west and oast
and well litieful with straw. Ani-- !
mals to be healihv should have iighl
stables.

If oil are bilihlini; a new sled have
the space between the stakes the same
as the space bolweeti the stakes of
your he:iv farm wagon, ihcn boxes,
racks, etc.. may be transferred from
one to the other.

Drains which arc permanently well
made, and which wiil pruelieaiiv last
tor all tune, may lie regarded as a

'good iuvcsinieul, Iho increased crop
'each year paying a good intercM on
the money they cost.

If a hor-- e is kept up in good comli- -

lion lie is ready for a journey or heavy
draft at any time. If, on the con- -

trarv, he is kept thin, ho is not in lit
condition for good service, and be- -

sides is in n i ll more likely to contract
diseases.

lu covering plants for winter it
hoilbl be imlieed I hat some plants

may be killed by too much protection,
iiui such covering should bo around
ho plants rather than over thoiu, Iho

object being to prei cut sudden thaw-
ing and freezing.

Change of seed on the farm is an
important feature in successful crop
raising. Both vegetables and cereals
do belter if changed every few years,
and winter is the time to look up ap-

proved varieties so as to bal e hem
ready in tin' spring.

An exchaui:'' says that an
S'ate Board of Agriculture

of Vermont Iho average
yearly butter nrinluet of that stale
at or about pounds per cow, yet
there are many dairies that aveiago
from --''i to ;oii,ouudspcf cow.

The successful ler must have a
tixed and uniform standard of excel-
lence; and should pursue it with fixed-

ness of purpose, and with Iho besl ma-

terials he can find: not regarding theo-ie-

which experience proves lo be
false, uiiiciiablo and worthless.

A cow giving miik should never be
fat. Fitiier tiie milk is deficient in
quantity or quality, often boih. Tho
best cows arc never line looking ani-

mals, except to the eye of an expert,
wh.o can see behind tlio rough ami
bony frame evidence of good milking
qlbllll ICS.

A Wisconsin farmer claims to have
found a sure cure for potato bugs.
His plan is to put one or two llax seeds
in each hill of potatoes. Ho say s that
the bugs will shun it every time, and
for years ho has thus been success,
'ul in growing potatoes while others
have failed.

A line saw is a good implement for
culling off Ihe larger grape-vi- s, and
a sharp knife for the smaller ones. In
all cases make a clean cut, without
hacking or bruising the wood which is
to remain, so the wound wiil heal up
neatly and not have a shattered stock
lo bleed ami rot.

There are bin silos in England,
Wales and Scotland, of which .'il l are
in I'.ngland, ;!ii in Walcsand HO in Scot-

land. Norfolk has the greatest num
ber. The largest total capacity of
silos is found in Norfolk, with lCVlna
cubic feet, followed by Devon witli
115,710 cubic feet, and by lorkwilh
11 1, ;lii7 cubic leet.

A horticulturist finds that coal tar
lidded lo water is a valuable insecti-
cide. To one gallon of tar three gal-

lons of watcrare added. Tlio solution
is .sprinkled over rose bushes, grape-
vines, etc., in tliespring. and the smell
of coal tar is so strong during tho
whole season that insects will not
touch the plants.

It requires a good deal of patieuce
to take care of a flock of sheep; and
unless they aro well cared for, they
arc the most unprofitable stock on tho
farm. A sheep if neglected soon starts
down hill, and if onco started it is.

next to impossible lo turn it up gradu
again. It is very important Iho flock
starts into tlio winter in good condi-
tion, and is kept thriving all along.

The Yiti rinary Jimrnnl says of tho
over-chec- rein: "The over-chec- k rein
was originated by a horse jockey,
whoso horse when rapidly driven,
made a whistling noise. How any
gentleman or lady of any tenderness
of feeling and possessing ordinary in-

telligence can consent to ride behind a
horse which is being tortured with
such a sillv contrivance of cruelty is
dltliciilt to imagine.

Discarded ('lolhiiisr nt Castlo (lardeii.
Liko tho old storv in which discon

tented boings are fitted out with now
mental or physical garments from a
vast heap of cast-oi- l vanities, tno im-

migrants nt Castlo Harden cuact an
interesting drama nt stated limes each
year. All clothing left by tho imm-
igrants iu tho steamers is distributed to
any who chooso to tako it lifter tho
disinfecting process. Tho result is
said to bo comical. Ono will wear n

drcssthreo times too largo for her,
it happens to bo better than ono

which would suit. Another gets n
coat too small, and others aro arrayed
in most inharmonious attire, but tho
immigrants conceivo their elioico as a
pioco oi rare goon hick. iiosion jour-
nal.

Tlio l'osttifllces.
Thoro aro in thowholo United Slates

50,017 postollicos. Of theso 2,323 aro
known as first, second and third class
respectively, and are filled by presi-
dential appointment confirmed by tho
senate. The remaining 47,604 are, as
fourth-clas- s offices, filled by the

genornl without consulting
either tho president or tho sonato,
Thoy Inoltido all offices whoro the
postmastors receive an annual com
uensation. oxclusivo of thoir commis
sion on tho money ordor business of
their offices, of loss than (1,000 por
annum, St. Louis t-

TIlltKK It.MI.KOAO KIS'OS.

A tiui rrioirlsfiui Whu Now Out ranks the
Now York Macnaii'i.

lu his last letter to Thf ('ilcii:ni-t-

Knijuin r Mr. (ieorgo Alfred Townscnd
reports as follows a conversation
which he bail with one of the

railroad men in New York,
whom he does not name.

"Whom do you consider the lirst
railroad man in Ihe I'ldleil States?"

"We ralher look al C. P. Hunting-
ton ns a! the head of the American
railroad sy slein. lie enh red Ibe field
lute, esi i'ied the gouerd misfortunes
of Ihe I'nioii P.ieilie radioed, to which
his eompatiy was the complement, and
w ilh its earnings he has hui t a com-

plete railroad from San Fran-
cisco nearly lo Mexico, ihcnee across
the doserl and 'I'ex is to New Orleans,
and he has finished bis railroad from
Hampton Itouils lo Memphis, and is
though! to be ihe i out roli. ng spirit in
the new railroad Irnm .Memphis to
Now Orleans. 'I hi lei'ore. he is the
mil v American who cotilrols a line
from oeean to, ..a an."

"W hore is Huntington's homo now?"
"lu Iho oily of New York. Y'oii see,

'ho ow Anierii.in lino of steamers
from New Y'ork to New Orleans, lu
this line there ale probably as many
as Ihirly steamers. ihey arc all
American ve-- .i Is, nil at Wilming-
ton, Del., ami w ell adapted for Iheir
purpose. A branch of this steam-hi- p

.lino runs lo Vera Cruz. Huntington
al-- o has steamship faeililies from New
Y'ork to his initial railroad point at
Nov. port News. I o i!d not bo at all
surprised," said my Ii ioiul, "to see
Huntington one of these days com-

plete his railroad system to New York
city. lie has married ihe widow of

lone of his railroad ollieers, atul has
just bought her a very expensive piece
of ground on Fifth avenue, New Y'ork.
lie delights ill paintings, and is a pret-
ty good jinlL'e of Ihoin. while a modest
niun in his claims lo artistic knowl-- !

edge."
"How do you rank .lay (build as a

railroad man':'"
"(iiuilil does not operate bis own

'railroads. 1.1 c secures the besl talent
lie can get for thai purpose. For
niiich of his life ho h is been a consoli- -

dator and speculator in railroad prop-
erly, and therefore does not belong to
the' mechanical elcincni in the rail-

roads, bul he controls hardly less
railroad than Huntington, anil a good
deal of il is profitable. You sec. be
began al Fl Paso, or rutin T ends iherc,
and does not have lh.it long haul
across the desert which Huntington
make;. Mr. Could
northern Texas, tic
Toxa-- , and inhabited
there. lie reaches
Iho same railroad,
southern Texas by l,:

lel.ltl'' him to tt:l,Ve-!o:- i
II- - lie ti has parallel road
to t i.o river, and
lo Ihe In h

some ',5''0 miles,
Waba-- h sv ton:, w I;
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or Ihe
litualia, ami before you know much
about il ho is selling it out again.
S wo think he is a little of
a crunk ami acts according to
his atoinaoh, and bis moods and
his ideas of death ami life.
He has, however, sonic very
able assistants men who arc taught
to bring home returns in money,
whither llioy please ihe travel-
ing public or not. If you put togeth-
er all tlio proporlios Yatiilerhilt cot-
ilrols in one form or another, he is the
eastern lliinlinglon. lie may be said
to control a railroad li'oni Huston lo
Now York, lo possess ihe New Y'ork
Central s stein, Ihe Michigan Central,
Iho Lake shore, the Nickle Plalc, with

interests iu i no licainii!!
ami in Ihe new Pennsylvania systems.
lie owns ihe Harlem railroad, or con
trols il. and ba.s a pretty .strong hand
in the Northwestern and other sys
tems. Now, Ihe Northwestern system
alone is almost ti.bi'd milei long. Tlio
Mirhigsu Central is another large con-

cern, which stretches from Buffalo to
Chicago ami from Toledo and Detroit
to tlie straits of Mackinaw. Thcro aro
at least 1,500 miles in thissystcm. Tlio
Lake Shore system is a tremendous
ull'air, reaching from Buffalo lo Chica-
go, into the oil regions nearly to Pitts-
burgh, and into various "parts of
Michigan. The main stem of this lino
is nearly lino miles long. Then tho
Boo Line, which runs from Clevuland
to St. Louis, nearly two miles, wilh
brunches, and to Cincinnati as well,
ha.i a very intimate connection witli
Vanderbill's properties. Mr. Vnnder-bil- l

is not distinctly felt in nil theso
properties. Sometimes ho seems to
bo the ruling spirit of it, and then
again he announces that ho has noth-
ing to do with it, nnd must bn count-
ed out. Yon can define him, however,
lo be n capitalist and tho heart of rail-

roads. It is, perhaps, a good thing
fur the United States that Vanilorbilt
is not a man of Huntington's strong,
grasping nature ; that ho becomes nt
limes iiiditl'ercnl and tired, nml soils
out. lliinlinglon hardly over soils
anywhere."

Fecditiff r.

In Franco farmers expect to renlizo
enough from Iho fodder ot corn to pay
for cultivating iho crop. In tho east-
ern states tho practieo of cutting off

tho stalks of corn near mo uouo-- oi
tho ear and of carefully curing and
storing them is general, lu tho
south'it is tho custom to block off the
leaves of corn while they aro green
and to cure them for fodder to use
during the winler. In many parts of
Iho west tho stalks remain on the hills
wero they grew till thev are broken
down fur the purpose of plowing tho
land. In parts of tho country whero
early fruits nro found farmers gener-
ally out up their corn and put it in
shocks. In commenting on tho methods
practiced in feeding corn The Country
Oentlcman snys: Ono of the most

sources of wasto among farm-
ers is tho mismanagement of

Tho annual less in the country
at largo, amounts to many millions.
Tlio Yaluc of stalks is injured by expo.

sure to rains, and If tho shocks nre
carelessly mado and become prostrated
they arc soon rendered of no value
whatever as food. In passing through
the country and observing the condi-
tion of most of the r a safe
average estimate has placed tho loss
by needless exposure to at least

and frequently nt more than
one-ha- of the value' of well-ke- or
uninjured slulks. In those regions of
the country whero the corn Is left
standing niul not cut or secured In
sho :k, exposure to all kinds of weather
soon reduces their value and spoils

A still greater waste results from
the common practice of feeding Iho
stalks whole. The cows eat off tho
leaves, and leave nearly all the rest
untouched, which, when'mixed through
tlie manure, renders it unfit for hand-
ling and spreading until rolled by sev-

eral muni hs exposure in the manure
heap. Taken altogether, it is safe to
say that not more than of
the best value of the cornstalks is ob-

tained by the average fanner. As-

suming that their value when uninjur-
ed is at least one-fift- that of the corn,
and the average corn crop lo lie

bushels in the whole country,
then the actual loss from Ihe imper-
fect management of (ho fodder would
be equal lo the value ot .'.'.'),tHIU,i".)0

bushels or about $liiii.iioo,iM-iiuniuial-

lo Ihe farmers of the country al large.
How may this loss be prevented? In
two wax's. First by taking special
pains iii securing the corn iu shocks.
Place the stalks equally on all sides of
the center, so that in setting they will
not incline to one side or become

Avoid making small shocks,
which nre easily overthrown. But ill
making largo and substantial ones

give sufficient ventilalioii lay allowing
crevices between them. If they aro
lir-- l hound into bundles, witli the
bauds just above the ears, as some
fanners practice, these bundles are to
be placed loosely-- together for the nir
to pass between. With all this caru
Iherc will be some loss by exposure,
and il is therefore desirable to husk
and finally secure the fodder as soon
as the corn is dry enough to prevent
all danger of mold. The most per-

fect protection would be, if practica-
ble, to draw the corn during cutting,
on wagons in the small bundles just
mentioned, and place it in shocks un-

der a broad shed, whore il would dry
without any injury whatever by ex-

posure. On i smooth siu faco under
such a shed, wilh Ihe shocks placed
in close rows, Willi narrow paths be-

tween, an acre of overage corn would
occupy about three square rods.

The second way to prevent loss isliy
cutting the fodder about a fourth of an
inch long witli a machine, so that cat-

tle will cat the whole. This short cut-

ting breaks up or crushes all the hard
or horny parts, and avoids tho danger
of the hard and indigestible pieces
when cut an inch or two in length.
This mode has been practiced by some
successful farmers for nearly half a
century, and has not been much im-

proved' of later years. Our own ex-

periments indicate that tlie valuo of
the stalks is improved in value as two
and a half is to one by Ibis mode of
culling. If the stalks havo been well
cured, the cattle will eat tho whole.
If they have been partly rotten by
rains, ihey will not lie eat.' n. Mouldy
stalks caii not be changed in nature
by any amount of cutting. Sprinkling
witli meal to make Ihoin more palata-
ble will be unsuccessful, for the cattle
will only thrust them aboui with their
noses in order that Ihey may lick off
the meal and leave the stalks. Meal
and slalks mii-- t in any case be giver.
In them separately, unless the stalks
are cut so short tliat the meal may be
mixed with them iu a uearly uniform
mass. It is here that ensilage pos-

sesses tlio advantage that it is never
weather-beate- or rolled by exposure
to rains.

The only difficulty in the way of tho
L'eneral adoption of this management,
is ihe cost of the machinery. Farmers
have generally laid aside their horse-
power, or have not procured any,
since itinerant steam threshers havo
become common. On small farms,
where tlie owners are in debt, they
may not be able to procure the power
and cutter. They are not yet rich
enough to bo economical. A u

tread-powe- costing $150, and
one of the best modern
costing ijltl or ir'aii, will answer well
for moderate establishments, and will
cut several Ions a day. For largo
farms, a small cn;ine will be required,
nnd may bo also used for thrashing,

grinding feed, and saw-

ing wood ami fencing.

"Current Coin" in Abyssinia.

There are no shops in Adowa or in
any other Abyssinian town. All trado
is done within tho trader's homo or
compound over a glass of tedgo or
inaltic. Flour is ground by Ihe wo-

men of the house; on tlie premises
bread is mado; tedge and mead nvo

brewed in each household. Each
house roars its own cattle ns veil as
children baby, goats, lambs, fowls,
and chickens aro brought up together,
and are playmates from their youth.

Tho Mario Thereso dollar-piec- is
tho onlv coin. Cloth and bars of rock
salt ten inches long by two wido nnd
doep, bound with a reed, servo as their
ordinary medium of barter. Members
of our mission traded a good ileal with
empty beer bottles, receiving two
chickens nnd a dozen eggs for a quart.
I mado cvorlasting friendship with a
villago chief by making him n present
of an empty Worcester sauce bottle;
the glass stopper appearing to bo a

sotino of delight and comfort to him.
Abyssinians scorn to require "but lit-

tlo hero bolow" as regards variety in
thoir diet, and nro very conservative
ns to tho paucity of vegetables. On-

ions, with another savory plant almost
as obnoxious to tlio nasal organs, with
tho addition of capsicums, are nil thoy
seem to euro about. Potatoes were In-

troduced sonio time ago, but nre nov-

or allowed to come to maturity, and
aro eaten grocn. M. , the only hu- -

ropcan resident In- tho country, who
camo to Abyssinia to repair muskets,
Introduced "watorcrcss, which now
grows near all tho brooks round about
Adowa, but tho natives do not patron-i.-o

it. When tho gunsmith called up-

on tho admiral to pay his respects
with that tlowory politeness proverbial
to Fronchmon, ho prcsontcd him with
A bouquet of those pungent little
leaves, and supplied ns ever after-
wards whilo wo remained In Adowa,
This solitary man of Merseilles had
lived In tho country over fifteen years,
nnd had onlv been once back to. his na-

tive land. lie was now making good
money out of his smithy, and seemed
quite contont The English llluitraki
Magazine.

The Authors' Carnival association,
of San Francisco, has wound up its
affairs. The properties, which cost
97,000, were sold. t auotjon for 64, "

I" At T V l) FANCY.

Work has born on a magnetic '

ol senator! a! Cornell.
There aic twenty-thro- e Smiths at

Harvard nml lift "at Yale,

On the ranches of Idaho there aro
said lo lie al present :!'''i,i catllo.

Indians of Sau Cirlos. fill., culti--vat- c

upward of four thousand acres of
laud

A poplar lice twciity-tin- o feet ia
girth has been discovered in White's
valley, Va.

The selectmen of N. IL,
have paid bounty on 2.'-':- '- woodchucks
diiriug the past year.

Apples are still boing shipped to
European ports by the orchard owners
along the Hudson valley.

Charleston, S. ('.. has live thou-

sand more children than can benccom-inoilate- il

iu the city schools.
About thirty cattle have been killed

by bears during the past season in the
vicinity of Molilalia ( 'ity, Nov.

Young Englishmen in lb'' city of
London are applying for admission to
Florida university, at Tallahassee.

Mountain li""s nre very destructive
to Ihe flocks between Aqua and
the Verde river. Arizona territory.

The time between New York and
Knoxville, Tcnn.. has been reduced to
twenty-liv- e hours and lifiy-liv- min-

utes.
New Orleans has an ordinance mak-

ing it compulsory upon
to have written or printed bills

of fare.
1'he bridal gift of a California man

to his daughter was a spirited horse,
the first riilingof which she wastbrown
ami killed.

An object of interest at a tair ill the
northwest, the conttibiilion of an In-

dian, was a war boiinot (ringed .with
human scalp-locks- .

The Chinese quarter on the Stanford
ranch, near May field, Cel., is a small
village itself, as two thousand Mon-

golians all' quartered there.
"Tai-oma- is Ihe Indian name for

one of the highest mom. tains in Ihe
United States. Il is in Washington
territory, and is clad in perpetual
snow.

In one night, recently, between
dark and In o'clock, im less than
seventy-fiv- e ooiiniorloit dollars were
passed on the drivers of a Brooklyn
railway.

Six dozen Christinas cards were sent
from Louisiana lo be added lo tho
fund for providing toys for the poor
children in the London hospitals and
work house.-'-

The wages of a Woonsockel, U. L,
widower, who married a buxom w.dow
six months ago, are attached to pay
Ihe funeral expenses of the woman's
first husband.

A cow pa-- l iiriiigon the shore of Bel-

grade pond, Maine, is alleged In have
eaten siUcou pickerel which a parly of
fishermen had temporarily deposited
on the banks.

Two shipwrecked sailors spent seven
years on an island where Iheir only
food was eoeoenuts end an occasional
llying-li-h- . They retained good health
aiid ojiined ill weight.

Quinine pills (one grain each) lo tho
number of nearly live hundred can, it
is staled, lie made out of an ounce of
that ding, which has boor, selling

at s.s cenls perotuicc.
A movement is afoot to ere.ito a

state department of public works ill
South Carolina, which shall have
charge of biiildiu-.'s- canals, and rail-
roads, as well as dirt road- - and pikes.

The question w hich troubles the peo-

ple of Nevada nuol is how to reduce
the expenses of governing the stato
and so cut down the taxes. All the
papers appear to be agr I in tlie ne-

cessity ol Ihe shortening its
session and rediu ing the expense.

The llarlford Catling Cm company,
which is filling an order for six ma-

chine guns, costings:!, lioiipach, fortho
king of t'orca, anxiously awaits the

of his majesty from tlie moun-
tains, where hi- - rebellious subjects
have driven him.

An ingenious journalist circulates
that the ballot papers printed for uso
ill the prcsiileniial election would, if
pasted end to end, go entirely around
the world, leaving lii.liinimilcstospnro
for a double, The weight of
the paper was 7tin tons.

A Maryland man was rating sonio
oysters a day or two ago, and picked
out ono of tho largest to top oil' with,
but when it was opened he found, to
his surprise, of n nico fat
oyster, a live fish about live inches
long inside, and it had devoured all
but tho heart of tho oyster.

A dispute arose not long since be-

tween some miners on tlio Crando
Hondo river in eastern Oregon. Four
minors, two on each side, agreed to
settle the rigid by a fight, tho battle
to be fought with knives, tho antago-
nists being tied fast together. The
men were, dreadfully slashed and cut.
Two aro reported fatally stabbed anil
two dangerously wounded.

An Arizona editor, after writing a
loader on tho merits of a patent modi-cin-

thus enlightens his readers on
English politics: "Old Gladstone is
taking our advice and giving tlio aris-
tocrats tits. But he mado a bad break
when he concluded to spare the houso
of lords. Wo warn him that such a
shilly-shall- y courso won't do. Kick
tho lords out of the upper house, and
till it up with horny-hande- d sons of
toil, (ihidsteno means well, but he
doesn't know much about true liborty,
and ho hasn't much sand."

Indians nt the Duck Valley reserva-
tion in Nevada, raised .last soason
wheat enough to last them two yoars.
Quito a number of tho red mon on the
reservation are in good circumstances,
possessing considorablo stock, nnd hav-
ing on hand goodly amounts of grain.
They team their produco to Mountain
City, whoro they uisposo of it for oasb
and store supplies. They live in com-
fortable houses, and their larders aro
better supplied with alimentary com-
forts and luxuries than many families
in tho exclusively white settlements.

For soino time stovo manufacturers
and dealers havo seen mica grow
scarcer and scarcer, nnd havo hoard
the steady complaints of stove owners
and stove dealers about its rapidly in-

creasing price. Thcro has nevor been
a very liberal supply in tho world,
what thoro was. coming from the
Rocky mountains nnd the south.
Within the past wook, a mica mine
has been discovered near Tallulah, Ga.,
which is pronounced by nn expert and
successful minor to be tho richest mine
he evor saw in any section. Tho mino
oontains blocks that will sqnnre one
foot, and tho voin is adjudged lo be
Inexhaustible Should it so prove, it
will be of iinmonso value to people
in every station in life, as well
as a bonansa to tho fortunate
owner. Mica is to be ono of the abso-
lute necessities of American economy.

i :.


